Voting in Virginia
In order to vote in the state of Virginia you MUST register.  This means that you fill out a form telling the state information about yourself and where you live.  Voter registration also helps the state make sure people only vote once and helps collect information about who is voting (Males vs. Females, certain age groups).

According to the Virginia State Board of Elections website, citizens of Virginia can register to vote using one of the following ways: (read the method for registering and the purpose for having this method)
*Places/methods used to Register*      *Reasons why these places are used*
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      Online @ www.sbe.virginia.gov/cms

(Official offices and website of the VA election board)
	· People can register in person or send an application in the mail

	[image: image2.jpg]


       Department of Motor Vehicles 
                                 (DMV)


	· Everyone goes to the DMV at some point, so this is a way to get lots of citizens registered 

· Citizens can register to vote at the DMV while they wait for driver’s license or other vehicle related services
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      Public libraries
	· A popular place for local citizens to visit, libraries make it easy for citizens to register
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       Voter Registration Drives

	· Volunteers will go door to door or to large public places(malls, concerts) & get lots of people to register
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       Armed forces recruitment offices


	· A service to register military personnel 
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      Any State or local government offices 

(for people applying for Aid to Dependent Children, Food Stamps, WIC, Medicaid, or Rehabilitation Services)


	· This method makes it easy for citizens on welfare and the elderly to register

· These groups of citizens often have low voter registration numbers, this is an attempt to change that trend


1. What types of places are most likely to register the largest numbers of voters?  Why these places?

2. One goal of the board of elections is to register voters that have never registered before.  What types of places do you think would be the best for registering new voters and why these places?

Name:__________________________     Date:_______________  Bell#:_______ Page #______

Voting in Virginia
Directions: Fill out the voter registration form the best you can.  You may use fake name/personal information if you want.  
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1. Study the voter registration form, what are the 3 requirements for voters in Virginia?



1. _________________________________________________________



2. _________________________________________________________



3. _________________________________________________________

2. Study the voter registration form, what types of personal information does the form ask for?

______________________________________________________________________________

3. Study the voter registration form, what are the 2 types of citizens prevented from voting in Virginia?


1. _________________________________________________________



2. _________________________________________________________

4. When is the cut off for voter registration?

 _________________________________________________________
Name:__________________________     Date:_______________  Bell#:_______ Page #______

Voter Participation
Directions:  Study the information in the chart to understand the factors that influence voter turnout and answer the questions that follow.



Analyze the information- Answer each of these questions in at least one complete sentence.
1. Based on the source of this information, do you believe that the numbers are accurate and reliable?

2. What is the relationship between level of education and voter turnout?  

Predict reasons that could be used to explain this relationship.  

3. What is the relationship between age and voter turnout?  

Predict reasons that could be used to explain this relationship.  

4. How could a candidate running for President use this information to improve their chances of winning the election?

5. Create a profile of a citizen that is the least likely to vote in a Presidential election 

Gender-
Education-

Race-

Age-
Employment

Task

Identify a group from the chart with a voter turnout of <50%

Create a strategy for increasing the voter turnout of this group

Strategy goals:

-strategy to inform members of this group about candidates, issues and voting

-strategy to increase voter registration among this group

-strategy to motivate members of this group to vote on Election Day 

x  x  x     x  x    x  x  x  x





**Registration ends 29 days before Election Day**





Examine the facts


What groups of voters are measured on this chart?








Which Gender has voted most frequently from 1984-2004?





Which race has voted most frequently from 1984-2004? 





Which age group has voted the most/least from 1984-2004?


Most-                  Least-








What education level has voted the most/least from 1984-2004?


Most-                  Least-








Which group within the labor force votes least?














(employment)








