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Political Ideology

1. What is a political ideology?

           A person’s opinion about political issues
2. How does knowing your political ideology help you influence public policy?

              Helps a person decide their opinion on important issues
Define these political ideologies

	Conservative
	Middle right on the political spectrum, support less government regulation and lower taxes

	Moderate
	Center of the political spectrum, avoids political extremes, supports ideas from both the left and right

	Liberal
	Middle left on the political spectrum, supports more government regulation and higher taxes for government run social programs


**Predict-  I predict that my political ideology is (circle one)     Liberal     Moderate     Conservative
Take the ideology survey: If you agree with the statement, write a Y, N if you disagree (Left of the /)
	1.   /
	2.   /
	3.   /
	4.   /
	5.   /
	6.   /
	7.   /
	8.   /
	9.   /
	10.   /

	11.   /
	12.   /
	13.   /
	14.   /
	15.   /
	16.   /
	17.   /
	18.   /
	19.   /
	20.   /


Total L=_____    Total C=_____   Final Score=_________
Mark where you are on the political spectrum below
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1. Describe your political ideology using the definitions and where you are on the spectrum.

2. How do the results of the survey compare to your prediction about your ideology?   
3. Based on similar surveys, most teenagers are liberal to moderate in their ideologies.  How does your ideology compare to other people your age?
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Political Ideology

Political Ideologies
There are certain fundamental beliefs that all American citizens can agree on; Freedom, liberty, justice for example, which are the cornerstones of our culture and system of government.  Yet once the basics of American values are covered, many Americans take different stands on the economic, social and political issues.  A person’s opinion about the various issues is known as their political ideology.  A person’s political ideology can be influenced by many factors, including their religion, family values, peers, education.  Knowing your ideology can help you to identify issues you feel are most important and the policies that you would most likely support to deal with these issues. In addition, knowing your political ideology can help you connect with interest groups, political candidates or even political parties that share your political beliefs.
The Political Spectrum

      Often people will measure their political ideologies on the political spectrum, a tool used to measure a person’s political beliefs.  The political spectrum works like a number line, the far left and far right of the spectrum are political opposites and towards the middle are more moderate beliefs.  Labels are used to identify the type ideology a person has based on where their beliefs are measured on the spectrum.  Common labels used are Conservative, Liberal and Moderate.  On the political spectrum Conservatives are to the right and generally believe in less government involvement in economic issues and support more traditional social values.  On the left of the spectrum are Liberals.  In general Liberals believe in more government involvement in regulating (making rules to control) the economy and favor social changes to account for changes in our society. Moderates fall in the middle of this spectrum and share some of the beliefs of both conservatives and liberals.  It is true that these labels are not absolute and do not completely define a person’s beliefs, but simply can be used as a general measure of a person’s ideology.  

Political parties and the Political spectrum 

 The major beliefs of the major political parties in US politics can be measured using this spectrum as well and typically the two parties fall on opposite ends of the spectrum.  Traditionally the Republican Party aligns to the right on the spectrum and share many conservative beliefs.  The Democrats traditionally aligns to the left on the spectrum and shares many liberal beliefs.  Both parties try to appeal to the middle of the spectrum and to those that identify themselves as moderates in order to gain support of people in the middle of the political spectrum.

The chart below shows you a sample of the political spectrum and where the major parties align.  
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              LIBERAL              MODERATE             CONSERVATIVE

1. What is a political ideology?

2. How does knowing your political ideology help you influence public policy?

Use the reading to define these political ideologies

	Conservative
	

	Moderate
	

	Liberal
	


3. What ideology labels are most closely associated with the two major political parties?
Republican_____________________    Democrat_____________________________
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Political Ideology
What is your Political Ideology??
**Predict-  
I predict that my political ideology is (circle one)     Liberal     Moderate     Conservative

Take the ideology survey: If you agree with the statement write a Y, N if you disagree ( to the left of the / ) 

	1.   /
	2.   /
	3.   /
	4.   /
	5.   /
	6.   /
	7.   /
	8.   /
	9.   /
	10.   /

	11.   /
	12.   /
	13.   /
	14.   /
	15.   /
	16.   /
	17.   /
	18.   /
	19.   /
	20.   /


Total L=_____    Total C=_____   Final Score=_______ My political ideology is___________
Draw a large X at the place where you are on the political spectrum below
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             LIBERAL              MODERATE             CONSERVATIVE

1. In 2 sentences, describe your political ideology using the definitions and the political spectrum.

2. How do the results of the survey compare to your prediction about your ideology?   

3. With which political party does your ideology most closely align?  Is this a surprise to you?
4. Based on similar surveys, most teenagers are liberal to moderate in their ideologies.  How does your ideology compare to other people your age?

Directions: Watch the ISM-Liberalism vs. Conservatism video.  Write 3-5 facts about each ideology below.
	Liberalism
	Conservatism
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Platforms of the Major Political Parties

REPUBLICANS





DEMOCRATS





REPUBLICANS





DEMOCRATS








